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unsuccessful attempts, during which the sailors clamoured CHAP.
to be allowed to return to Portugal, they succeeded in m"
doubling the Cape. The exact date of this event is also AJX
iincertain, but it was most probably in October or Novem- 1497.
ber. Having sighted land, they ran along the coast for
some distance, and encountered a violent storm, which
placed them in great jeopardy, as their ships were too
weak to withstand the force of the waves. Proposals
were again made to turn back, which Vasco da Gama
absolutely refused to do, and threatened to throw over-
board anyone who might speak of such a thing, as he had
sworn that he would not turn back one span's breadth
until he had obtained the information he had come to
seek. As the stormy weather continued, some of the
sailors organized a conspiracy to overpower their officers
and take the ships back to Lisbon. This mutiny was
hatched on board of Nicolau Coelho's yessel, and was
privately communicated -to him by one of his crew. It
paving come to the knowledge of Vasco da Gama, he
seized the ringleaders, whom he loaded with irons and
confined in their cabins, and thus suppressed the contem-
plated rising.

The weather having calmed down, the vessels soon
came in sight of land, and as this occurred on Christmas
Day the country was named Terra de Natal. Sailing fur-
ther on they reached the mouth of a large river, where
they careened the ships and repaired them, and having
transferred to the. other vessels everything from Nicolau
Coelho's ship, which was damaged beyond the power of re-
pair, having many of her ribs and knees fractured,* it was
decided to break her up in order to repair the other ves-
sels. The men and cargo were divided between the other
*&lrips. Faria-y-Sousa says they burnt the store ship; but in
another account it is stated that before reaching the Cape
of Good Hope they stowed away the supplies of the store

* According to one account it was     another the " S. Gabriel" which was
the  "S. Miguel," and according* to     broken up.